
TRIMBLE TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Advanced Placement U. S. History  

2019-20 

 

Plan to check “It’s Learning” 2019-20 APUSH for updates 

throughout the summer.  Ms. Noell’s school e mail address is: 

cherylanne.noell@fwisd.org.  

 Coach Alexander is dustin.alexander@fwisd.org 

Please feel free to ask questions, AT ANY TIME…I will check my 

mail off and on all summer. 
 

APUSH SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 

The summer assignment is to help you get your head around US History, 

which is more detailed than your World History course.  US History is 

divided into 9 periods.  The first period, 1491-1607 and the final, 1980 

to the present are only worth 5% of the AP Exam grade. Pick a period or a 

war or an event that you are interested in!  These books were chosen for 

readability, pleasure and historical accuracy. 

 

I expect you to come to class interested, full of questions and with a “can 

do” attitude.  You will have a lot of homework including MUCH outside 

reading.  You will be expected to read extensively and thoroughly.  A 

dominant portion of the course is writing.  Most worksheets will have 

writing…cause and effect, argumentation, defining periods.  The exam 

has a DBQ (Document Based Question), Open Response (Cause Effect, 

Change and Continuity over Time etc.) and short answers.  You will not 

become a good writer unless you write!  Cheating is unacceptable.  

This course is taught for you to develop your skills.  If you are copying 

another’s work, you are not learning.  Then the AP exam is a waste of 

time. 

 

The ENTIRE summer assignment is due 

the FIRST day of school. 

 

mailto:cherylannne.noell@fwisd.org


 

 

PART 1 John Green Crash Course US History 

    #1  The Black Legend 

    #2 Colonizing America 

    #3 Natives and England 

    #4  Colonial Awakening 

   You may take notes to use on the   

   first day quiz over this material. 

 

PART 2 Choose ONE (or more if you  really like to   

  read…) and write a brief book report with   

  enough details to convince me that you read  

  the book. End the report with your opinion of  

  the book and why you rated it that way.  You  

  may write the report in blue or black ink on  

  college ruled paper or type using a 12 font. The 

  following books are non-fiction.  The next three 

  authors write VERY accurate Historical fiction.   

  Please be aware that just because something  

  is short, does not necessarily make it the   

  BEST book. 
 
 1776  -  David McCulloch (founding fathers) 

 

 Jefferson and Hamilton – John Ferling 

   

 American Lion -  Jon Meacham (Andrew Jackson) 

 

 Mornings on Horseback – David McCulloch  



 

   (Theodore Roosevelt) 

 

Fiction Authors 

 

Jeff Shaara: Blaze of Glory, Chain of Thunder, The Last  

   Full Measure, Rise to Rebellion, To the  

   Last Man 

 

James Michener:   Chesapeake, Texas,  Alaska,   

    Centennial 

 

Leon Uris: Battle Cry 

 

  

PART 3 Locate at least one of the following movies to  

  watch.  Do the same report as you would with a 

  book.  You Tube will have some.  Half price  

  book stores are a good search site also. 

 

  Some of these are R rated.  I’ll need a   

  signature from a parent stating that they  

  are fine with the  R rated movie that  

you watched!  

 

 The New World  - Jamestown 

 The Patriot – War for Independence 

 Far and Away - Gilded Age/Manifest Destiny 

 Gangs of New York 

 Cold Mountain – Civil War 

 Gods and Glory  



 Glory 

 Gettysburg 

  

 War Horse – World War I 

 Gallipoli –  

 Saving Private Ryan – World War 2 

 Pearl Harbor 

 Good Night and Good Luck (HUAC) 

 Thirteen Days (Cuban Missile Crisis) 

 Good Morning Vietnam 

 

PART 4 Vocabulary 

  These vocabulary words are ones that you 

must be familiar with as they will be used repeatedly in 

the course.  Please either write the word and definition 

in blue or black ink on college ruled paper or you may 

type them in 12 font.  Get the straight definition, not as it 

relates to history. (example: a Pilgrim is a traveler, not a 

member of the ship called the Mayflower) 

 
anarchy     confederacy 

antebellum     conservative                           

arbitrary     demographics 

bureaucracy    empire 

capitalism     ecology 

Civil Rights     economy 

colonialism                 elite 

Communism      facism 

community rights      primary sources 

Federal       primogeniture 

Genocide       political parties     

Globalization       populists 

Government       pragmatism    

Habeas corpus               progressives 

Imperialism       rebellion 



Indentured servants     revolution 

Individual rights      rural     

Laissez faire       secondary sources   

Natural rights      third parties  

Pilgrims        trusts 

Politics       urban   

  

 

 

 

 

  


